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A New Southern Convention. 
Our Southern fellow-citizens continually in- 
sist upon it that it is we of the North who 


country is divided by its social institations. It is 
the fanatics of the North who are putting asun- 
der what race and history had joined together. 
The South is the smitten, not the smiter. Slave- 


ry is standing, and always has been standing, on 
the defensive, tKey tell us, and nothing would 


‘be easier than for us to dwell together as 


brethren in unity if the North ‘would but ac- 
cept the Union as a bond of obligation, and re- 
earn cece he St Bs gnadion. 

‘e’do not mean to deny that in all this crim- 
ination there is ‘a grain of truth, We admit 
that the well-taught, well-condicted, well-bred 
Sputhern planter who received his acres with 
his negroes from his father's hands, or earned 
them by his own honorable industry ; who has 
tried through a long life to do his duty by his 


| dependents as by all men, and esteems himself 
‘not unjustly an honest and lega) citizen, may 


be excused for taking it as a great imperti- 
nence and very outrageous assault that a nev- 
ralgic. shoemaker, or a boisterous tinker, or a 
dyspeptic young clergyman flown with classic 


pelf-conceit, in.some remote New-England vil- 


lage, should fall upon him and his, upon his 
kin@red, his friends, and his people, with fluent 
vitaperation, denounce him as ea covensghter 
with hell, and a minister of death, and put 


bim shorally under the ban of the universe. 


A very considerable show of indignation is 
simply natural in.asy man, or body of men, 


philanthropy. If the noisiest leaders of the 
Northern crusade against Slavery were all as 


wise as nine-tenths of them are silly, and all 
as magnanimous, simple-hearted, and honor- 
able, as nine-tenths of them are 

sdif-indulgent, and malignant, their élamor 
would: still fall -harshly~enough upon the 
Southern’.ear. In the actual circumstances 
of the case, the wilful. and contemptible up. 


,| roar ofthe’ most extreme Southern “ agita- 


tors”. only, conceals .a very: real, inevitable, 
and respectable wrath in the breasts of mul- 


*) titudeés of “honest men and good citizens at the 


heres 
, Butin all'that the-North has offered of de-’ 
and of insult to the South, the North has 
ee see 
South. The ' North bas never 
d the attitude of an imperium in imperio, 
Sachallenged the South to. dtaw and defend 
hergelf,._The notion of a Northern Conventior 


| to define the Northern position, as ‘such, and'to 


take steps for “invading the repose and secu- 
rity.” of the South, has never yet entered into 
the brains of any body of. Norther: men, re- 
spectable’ enough in point of numbers or in- 
telligence, to provoke a serious notice from any 
Northern community... Still less has Northern 


‘| Executive ever dreamt of 


delegates 
toa ‘Northern Convention, for the avowed pur- 


Pa cp romping aly  Gaonetale 


~\ public peril, the hopes of the patriot can'be 


realized, as the colonial history of the country 


evinced,” : 


Peete 3 Sonsoneey have been laughed at 
feal solemnity of their 


: " 
y nm every ‘ete Rens 


Lecompton policy.of Mr. Bucnanay, and their 
general desertion of his Administration in sup- 
port of this opinion. Meantime, it says, the 
Southern Democracy is gradually crystallizing 
to meet this hostile organization ;—and: it 
looks forward confidently to a purely sectional 
contest at the next election. 

This prospect is one which none but avowed 
disunion{sts could be expected to regard . with 
much complacency. Yet there is good reason 
for apprehending that the coming Presidential 
election‘may assume this shape. There can 
be little doubt that the Charleston Convention 
will be called on to reaffirm the Popular Sov- 
ereignty platform of 1856. Mr. Doveras has 
staked his political existence on the mainten- 

ance of this principle by the Democratic Party. 
He took this ground in Congress, and in the 
Illinois canvas : and has taken occasion re- 
peatedly since—in speeches at Memphis, New- 
Orleans and Washington—to declare his adhe- 
sion to it, and to the entire nop-intervention of 
Congress in the domestic affairs of either Ter- 
ritories or States. In a letter written recently, 
apologizing for not aiding personally in the 
Connecticut canvass, he says : 

“ The integrity and ascendancy of the Democratic 
Party can only be maintained dy on ict and un- 
equivecal recogmition of the principles of 
popular and non-intervention by Congress 
with Slavery in the Territories, as well a4 in the States, 
as it was explained and understoed in the great con- 
tests of 1854,and 1856.” i 

This declaration covers more than the 
canvass in Connecticut. It is intended to be 
applied to the Democratic, Party of the Union, 
—and Senator Doueias, with. the great mass 
of the Northern Democrats, will insist: upon 


the adoption of this 

ton Convention. "The 

Scar or ni-engall aeUnaen fete te a’ reso- 
ution reaffirming this age Higa 
and unequivocally.” .How + be. met? 
Unless all existing indi¢ations of the temper of 
the Southern Democracy are deceptive, it will 
be rejected perémptorily and decisively. In 
and out’ of Congress, thé doctrine by whith 
Senator Doveras has determined to stand or 
fall has been repeatedly repudiated by the lead- 
ing men of the South.’ Not only Carolina and 
Mississippi, but Georgia end ‘Virginia, demand 
the intervention of Congress to protect slave 
property in the Territories against territorial 
law.. In one of the last Senatorial débates of 
the past session, Mr. Mason, of. ‘Virginia, 
affirmed this position of the South ‘with. char- 
acteristic superciliousness and ‘ef@rgy. He 
declared to Mr. Dovaxas, on: the floor of the 


Senate; that the party which should ‘go before ’ 


‘the South with the doctrine of popular sdver- 
eighty, and of the’ right ‘of the Territoties. to 
exclude Slavery, would fail,to carry: not only 
a single State, but a single vote, frem; Mason 
& Dixon’s line to‘the Gulf of Mexico.” iy 

* | With all allowance, made for the rhetorical 
exaggeration, this statement of the Virginia 
Senator substantially embodies the proclaimed 


determination of the Southern Democracy. If: 


these determinations are to govern, the South- 
ern. delegations in the Charleston Cénvention, 
it is-tiot éasy to see how that Convention can 
possibly make up a@ platform on-which any 
Northern Deriocrat would date ta-take his 


| lenve the people of the Terri 

for themselves. whether Slavery 

stances "tree But as for 
greasional legislation in favor 

in the Terrie, they wil Reve 

apy conceivable circumstances ; 

Democracy; in any sectidén of 
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but the bulk of our imports‘of hides and hair 
from the River Plate is paid for by bills of ex- 
change on London. The reason of this inade- 
quacy of export was. originally our exclusion 
from the ports of the Argentine Confederation, 
until Urquiza threw them open to us in 1853; 
but ever since that time they have not grown 
into anything like importance. We have yet 
to secure our footing there, and to introduce 
the thousand and one ‘articles ot our produce 
and manvfacture which would be useful to 
those peoples, and which would go far to 
equalize the annual amount of opr imports and 
exports. But, to do this, we must push our 
commerce into the interior, under auspices 
which‘ will be advantageous.to us without 
being inimical to the prejudices of the ignor- 
ant masses whose trade we desire to obtain. 

' The Paraguay quarrel, then, is unfortunate 
for our commerce in many points of view. 
The subject in dispute is, of itself, sufficiently 
trifling, nor is the justice of the case as clear- 
ly and decisively on our ‘side as we would 
wish any quarrel to be in which the national 
character is involved. We have gone to Para- 
guay rather for the purpose of forcing upon 
that State an acknowledgment of the superio- 

rity of American caprice than of acting upon 
any well understood appreciation of native 
law and usage. ‘The commander of the Water 

Witch resolved on overriding the authority of 
Paraguay under cover of an authority from 
Corrientes, and insisted on passing through a 
chanzel ‘which was exclusively, reserved for 


the use of thie Government ; and his vessel was 
fired at in . We have gone to 
Paraguay, siy, to avenge the insult 


‘thus pravoked by our flag, and to dispute with 

ewes tight which is most jealously 

lenletant 90: dn that quarter of 

is no ’ them, 'that the Re- 

aaah bau cee “ against us ia the 

quarrel,” as a recent dispatch from Washing- 
ton significantly reports. 

The harm which any of those States ate able 


‘to inflict upon us in a belligerent sense, is of 


course 80 small as to be unworthy of serious 
consideration, But the impression upon the 
minds of those people, who have all the. prejt- 
dice of the Spanish character,—that we are 
arrogantly devoting our power to-the destruc- 
tion of their 1ights—will do much te retard the 
‘develepment of American’ commerce in that’ 
quarter, and-to throw the trade into th@ hands 
of our rivals. We shall gain ‘litfle glory by 
humbling Paraguay ;—we may lose a great 
deal “by the amusement. And on the whole 
we.shall find that it would be better_for us oc- 
casionally to furnish the commanders of our 
exploring steamers in foreign parts with: in- 
structions to respect the domestic laws of the 
countries whose waters they.explore. : 


ees 

Scarcity or Crrx Lors.—Seme enthusiastic 
statistician has been making an estimate of 

e number of City lots which can héréafter be 
brought into the market, and the result of his 
calculation is that not more than thirty-five 
thousand can be added to the number ‘now 
available for building purposes. Giving five 
inhabitants to a lot, it will be seen that New- 
York is in imminent danger of being entirely 
built up in the course of a very few years, when 
a City lot wfll not be purchasable , at any price, 
There is but oné city in the Union that bids 
fair to be entirely built ‘up and finished, ‘and 
that one is Boston. The~ metropolis” of New 
England is, in fact, already. a finished city; 
there is not a vacant lot left within‘the City 
limits, except a little patch of land, which has 
been made by filling up an elbow of the sea 
known as the Back Bay. When anybody wants 


vtd iuild: & new house in’ Boston; it is’ first 


necessary to pull down an old one. 
‘But we are not yet quite driven 4o such, 
straits in New-York. There aye still a os 


‘wpay building lots tobe had besides the thirty: 
Sees brought \nto market. 
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